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000000000 che begin-
ning of another year already.
You mean it is time for New
Year’s resolutions? I still
haven’t lost that 20 pounds
that I resolved to lose for the
last five New Years!

I do think it is all right
for me to make a New Year’s
resolution if I will just work
hard to fulfill it.

I remember when I
resolved to learn to drink coffee without cream or
sugar. It was difficult but I did it. The truth is I
would really rather smell the coffee beans than drink
the coffee.

That same year I resolved to learn how to fish
with a plastic worm. I bet all you gals are impressed
with that one. It took time, but I learned to do it.

These were all fine changes, but as I've grown
in my “maturity,” my New Year’s resolutions have
become more serious.

I recently heard someone suggest that there was
one New Year’s resolution that would change your
life. They said, do a good deed for someone every
day and don’t tell anyone about it. I liked that and
I imagine that most of you would agree that that
would be a wonderful thing to do. And there are
limitless ways to do that.
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Since this column is dedicated to energy effi-
ciency, I thought I would share a few ways that you
could do a good deed for someone and help them
save money on their energy bills. That would be a
great deed, I believe. Don’t you? And there are ways
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to help others that don't cost you anything or if they
do, very little.

Here we go.

1) Share these columns with others, especially
your friends and family who don’t get this maga-
zine.

2) Check with your local electric cooperative
about energy-saving tips brochures and share those
with your friends and family.

3) Buy a package of compact fluorescent lights
for a friend as a gift this year.

4) Buy a water heater blanket for your mom or
grandmother. She'll appreciate it, I promise.

5) Buy some tubes of caulk and go
over to your neighbor’s house
and offer to show him or
her how it can be used to
make the house
more comfortable.

6) If you haven't
done all you can do to make your home energy-
efficient, take some time to do a good deed for
yourself.

These were just a few tips that came to mind. I
bet you can think of many, many more. I hope this
will help you with your New
Year’s resolutions.

I think you'll find them
to be simple and reward-
ing. But if these resolutions
don’t sound good to you,
just remember, you can
always resolve to try losing
that 20 pounds again.

Good luck!!
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Your local electric cooperative
has brochures such as The
Home Energy Savings Guide,
right, available to offer
energy-saving tips for your
home.
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Utilities Commission and the
state’s energy providers have
pledged their partnership in
South Dakota Energy Smart,
a statewide initiative that rec-
ognizes and promotes energy
efficiency.

“South Dakota Energy
Smart goes beyond simply
offering sage energy conser-
vation advice like ‘turn down the heat’
and ‘turn off extra lights,” said PUC
Chairman Dusty Johnson. “While those
are easy and important ways to reduce
energy bills, South Dakota Energy Smart
is a comprehensive approach to energy
efficiency. Consumers, energy providers
and regulators all have a responsibility to
be reactive and proactive to rising energy
costs, take steps toward energy security
and independence, and be stewards of
the land. This initiative addresses all
those things,” he said.

South Dakota Energy Smart partners
include the PUC, Black Hills Power,
MidAmerican Energy Company, Mon-
tana-Dakota Uetilities, NorthWestern
Energy, Otter Tail Power Company, Xcel
Energy, Heartland Consumers Power
District, Missouri River Energy Services,
the South Dakota Municipal Electric
Association and the South Dakota Rural
Electric Association. Representatives
of each entity signed a formal South
Dakota Energy Smart pledge during an
announcement event held Nov. 27 in
Sioux Falls.

“The South Dakota Energy Smart is
a resource to help consumers make wise
energy choices,” said PUC Vice Chair-
man Gary Hanson. “Energy efficiency
must be part of any discussion about
the future; our Earth’s fossil fuels are not
infinite, once they are depleted they will
be gone forever. Wise energy use helps
extend our resources and helps reduce
everyone’s utility bills.”

“I commend the leadership of each
partnering utility and association in
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coming together to support the South
Dakota Energy Smart initiative,” said
PUC Commissioner Steve Kolbeck.
“The initiative is a sensible collaboration
among partners who have a common
interest in advocating energy efficiency.
Each of the energy provider partners
offers energy efficiency programs or is
in the process of developing programs
for their South Dakota customers. That
shows their true commitment to helping
South Dakotans be more efficient users
of energy,” he concluded.

South Dakota Energy Smart includes
a new Web site, www.SDEnergySmart.
com and a statewide television campaign
urging homeowners to prepare their
homes for winter.

More than 25 South Dakota organi-
zations and agencies have signed on as
South Dakota Energy Smart support-
ers. These groups represent the housing
sector, service agencies and government
offices. For a complete list of supporters,
go to www.SDEnergySmart.com.

“Electric cooperatives are devoted
to their focus on innovation and new
technology. Co-ops have always pro-
moted energy efficiency, encouraged
conservation and have been committed
to providing safe and reliable electricity
at the lowest possible cost,” said Audry
Ricketts, general manager of SDREA.
“Electric cooperatives continue to use
integrity, accountability, innovation and
commitment to community as a founda-
tion for doing the right thing now and
in serving future generations of co-op
members.”
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were the recipients of one of two awards
presented by the Mitchell Technical
Institute Foundation during its annual
donor recognition event Nov. 29.

The South Dakota Rural Electric
Association and its member coopera-
tives were honored as Donor of the Year.
SDREA has been a valuable resource
to the MTI Foundation during recent
efforts to raise funds to develop the new
utility training field at the MTT Tech-
nology campus on Spruce Street, MTI
officials noted. SDREA member coop-
eratives donated more than $46,000 to
help with construction and equipment
procurement for the field.

“SDREA has been a long-time part-
ner of Mitchell Technical Institute. We
are pleased to honor them for their com-
mitment and support of Mitchell Tech,”
said MTT president Chris Paustian.

Gopal Vyas, Mitchell, was honored
as the Volunteer of the Year for the MTI
Foundation. Vyas is a founding mem-
ber of the MTI Foundation. He joined
the MTTI Foundation in 1999 and was
elected its first president. Vyas has stayed
with the Foundation since that time,
serving as president for eight years.

The MTT Foundation was founded
in 1999 to assist the institute through
individual and corporate philanthropic
measures. Gifts to the foundation help
fund student scholarships and bring state
of the art equipment and teachers to the
classroom.

MTI president Chris Pustian, third from right,
presents a plaque recognizing the contributions of
the state’s electric cooperatives to co-op manag-
ers, directors and staff.

COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS ori00o0ioiooom?



